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Named a Best Book of the Year by Salon magazine and The Philadelphia Inquirer, A Slant of Sun

was praised for its incandescent prose about the experience of loving a child who brings

tremendous frustration and incalculable rewards and for its extraordinary resonance. Like Operating

Instructions and The Liars' Club, A Slant of Sun is a contemporary classic.Nearly one in five children

grow up facing a developmental or behavioral challenge, and like them, Beth Kephart's son,

Jeremy, showed early signs of being different: language eluded him, he preferred playing alone to

an afternoon on the jungle gym. Doctors diagnosed Jeremy with a mild form of autism called

Pervasive Developmental Disorder Not Otherwise Specified. A Slant of Sun is a passionate memoir

about how Kephart, guided by the twin tools of intuition and imagination, helped lead her son toward

wholeness. Pulsing with the questions, "Is normal possible? Definable?" A Slant of Sun speaks to

everyone not just parents of the redemptive power of love.
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I love "A Slant of Sun," a first book by Beth Kephart, a memoir for her nine-year-old son Jeremy.

This book is about everything that matters in relationships, whether son and mother, husband and

wife, friends. It's about acceptance and compassion and anger and courage. It's about stripping life

down to its essentials to find out what the essentials are. What does it matter if your son has good

manners or a sensible bedtime if he has not, in the course of his young life, found the words, any

words, that will order the rest of his life? I love you, Mommy. I want cereal. I want to play.Diagnosed

at age two with pervasive developmental disorder not otherwise specified, Jeremy had obsessions



and rituals and fears and no language to express his need for them. He loved cars and arranging

them in precise, unvarying patterns. He was terrified of strangers, of any disruption in his day. The

picture on the cover of the book is of Jeremy, alone and facing the world from his front porch,

wearing the too-big green hat that for a time was his equivalent of Dorothy's ruby slippers, a bit of

protection, a hedged bet against a world that wanted him to be like other kids. And a badge, too,

that said, "I'm not like other kids. I hope I find my way, but it will be my way."In fact, that's how it

was. Today, he is on the verge of third grade, a move forward that, like all new things, has him a

little nervous. "I know," he confides to his mother, "that I'm not good at transitions." He agreed to

having a bunch of strangers in his house for a party in honor of the publication of the book for which

he was the inspiration and the hero as long as he could leave and play soccer in the backyard when

he felt like it. He not only held his own, he held forth.
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